
Vancouver Community College 
EDUCATION COUNCIL 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

February 14, 2017 3:30-5:30, Room 240, DTN  

 

Item Topic Discussion 
1.  Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 3:32pm. 
2.  Adopt Agenda Motion: Moved by P. Yeung and seconded THAT the agenda be adopted as presented. 

 
All in favour of agenda. Motion carried. 

3.  Approve Past Minutes Motion: Moved by P. Yeung and seconded THAT the minutes of January 10, 2017, be adopted. 
 
D. Branter suggested that there were some awkward sentences that required editing. These changes 
were acknowledged by T. Rowlatt, who asked D. Branter to send him the changes, and the Council 
moved forward. 
 
All in favour of revised minutes. Motion carried. 

4.  Enquiries & Correspondence There were none. 
5.  Business Arising 

a) Academic Plan Presentations 
T. Rowlatt outlined the two-part series of Academic Plan Presentations.  
 
K. McNaughton outlined the process of Academic Planning, which began at the department level. 
Broader initiatives were identified in the Academic Plans that will be seen in the Integrated College 
Plan. The format of the Academic Plan was changed for this year. The first iteration was divided into 
Teaching and Learning, Library Services, Applied Research and Service, however, to make it more 
consistent with the Key Success Driver format, all the initiatives have been reorganized.  
 
For the coming 2017/18 year, the Vice President’s Office will be focused on Applied Research at VCC, 
strategic enrolment management, and English Language Proficiency Requirements. There will also be a 
renewed exploration and implementation of socio-cultural awareness programming, due to the 
incoming increase in international students at VCC. As well, issues have also been noted in classrooms 
with domestic students, and it is believed the renewal of socio-cultural awareness would have a 
positive impact.  
 
The area of Student Development will be moving towards a focus on student development, focus 
ensures students are “being supported to reach their full potential as interdependent members of a 
college community.” New Dean of Student Development has been hired, Dr. Jane Shin. Student 
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Development is looking at a number of key initiatives: how a case management approach could be 
implemented, investigating the use of information screens to build awareness of services, as well as 
creating an implementation plan for the student development approach, which will engage all of the 
academic community at VCC. The Access and Accommodation of Students with Disabilities Policy 
(D.4.1) will also be reviewed. A college-wide initiative to work on the Gender-Based Violence policy is 
underway. 
 
Presentations were made by D. McMullen, Registrar and Enrolment Services;  T. Pierce, Indigenous 
Education and Community Engagement;  J. Gossen, International Studies Department;  and B. Griffiths, 
School of Trades, Technology and Design. 
 
K. McNaughton added that the position of Coordinator for Policy and Curriculum has been filled, and 
the position of EDCO Assistant will be posted shortly. 

6.  Committee Reports Motion: Moved by D. Branter and seconded THAT Education Council approve the change to Admission 
Requirements for TESOL Certificate and Diploma. 
 

 a) Curriculum Standing Committee 
i) Chair’s Report 

D. Branter explained that an incorrect recommendation was made to the Council at the January 
meeting, and a revised decision has now been put forward. 
 
All in favour. Motion carried. 

 i) LPN Perioperative Advanced 
Certificate 

J. Gilbert presented this proposal. 
 
Motion: Moved by D. Branter and seconded THAT Education Council recommend the Board of 
Governors  approve the new program: LPN Perioperative Advanced Certificate. 
 
J. Gilbert and D. Sargent explained that as of January 27, 2017 the program is currently suspended by 
the Ministry of Advanced Education and the Ministry of Health, until such time as the Ministry of 
Health completes a report on perioperative educational services due out early April. However, the 
department wishes to carry on developing the project, and present it to EDCO for when they receive 
approval from the Ministry. The pilot program was due to launch in October 2017. A few grammar 
changes were made, as well as credit hours from the previous version. NURS 1130 was adjusted from 5 
to 6 credits, NURS 1131 credit hours adjusted from 234 hours to 240 hours (10 credits), and NURS 
1132 from 265 to 300 hours (10 credits). 
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P. Yeung inquired into the English language requirements for the program. D. Sargent explained that as 
an advanced level program, the requirements would be similar to those already existing and identified 
by the College. If internal changes are made at VCC, then all new applicants will have to meet the new 
requirements. 
 
T. Rowlatt and D. Branter inquired about funding for the program. D. Sargent expressed that funding is 
there, and expect good news from the Ministry in the spring. Uncertainty about funding the program 
in the future whether the Ministry would continue funding it, or if it would move to tuition-based 
funding. 
 
All in favour. Motion carried. 

 ii) Improve your Grammar 
courses 

Motion: Moved by D. Branter and seconded THAT Education Council approve the new courses: 
Improve Your Grammar Intermediate Focus A ELSK 0746; Improve Your Grammar Intermediate Focus B 
ELSK 0747; Improve Your Grammar Advanced Focus A ELSK 0766; Improve Your Grammar Advanced 
Focus B ELSK 0767. 
 
D. Branter explained that as of the previous meeting, greater clarity between the course outlines was 
required. That has now been implemented in the revised course outlines. It was discussed by T. 
Rowlatt, P. Yeung, D. Wells and D. Branter that the designations of A and B are slightly confusing, and 
is something to look at for future proposals. 
 
All in favour. Motion carried. 

 b) Policy Standing Committee 
i) D.1.1 Educational Services 

Renewal 
 

Motion: Moved by M. Tunnah and seconded THAT Education Council reviews D.1.1 Educational 
Services Renewal policy and procedures for information and recommends it be posted for community 
feedback. 
 
C. Jadranin asked for clarification on the “Student Services” designation, since it is already listed in 
multiple places. M. Tunnah explained they wanted an exhaustive list, though it does not capture which 
may be grouped together in the future. 
 
All in favour. Motion carried. 

 iii) D.4.6 Requirements for Motion: Moved by M. Tunnah and seconded THAT Education Council reviews D.4.6 Student 
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Student Attendance and 
Participation 

Attendance and Participation policy for information and recommends it be posted for community 
feedback. 
 
M. Tunnah explains that this policy is up for revision in the normal cycle, but it also needed revision to 
be consistent with the language of the new C.1.1. Grade Progression Withdrawal Policy. M. Tunnah 
elaborated on wanting to ensure that departments had the ability to withdraw students, as well as 
holding students to professional policy. One editing error was noted in Context and Purpose (page 67). 
 
D. Branter required clarity of the application of this policy (page 70) about issues of safety and 
professionalism, and when students can be required to withdraw for those issues. T. Rowlatt agreed 
that the language is not quite clear enough yet.  
 
D. Sargent suggested that removing the second sentence in Item 3 (page 70) would make it clearer. T. 
Rowlatt suggested that a distinction between academic and non-academic withdrawal reasons needs 
to be made clear – and that students should only be forced to withdraw due to non-academic reasons. 
 
All in favour. Motion carried. 

 c) Appeals Oversight Committee D. Sargent gave an update on Tribunal Training Day, which will no longer be held on February 23rd. A 
new date is being determined, likely in late spring, but is waiting on feedback from both students and 
faculty. 

 d) Program Review and Renewal 
Committee 

J-E. Zakoor gave an update on the Program Review Action Plan presentations taking place this week, 
beginning on Thursday, February 16, 2017. Presentations are to conclude by the end of February/early 
March. The Committee with then move forward with curriculum development fund proposal review 
and adjudication.  

7.  Chair Report Motion: Moved by P. Yeung and seconded THAT the EDCO Chair Report to the Board, EDCO Annual 
Report 2016, and EDCO Planning Calendar for 2017 be approved. 
 
All in favour. Motion carried.  

8.  Student Report J. Bernardo reported on the activities of SUVCC, namely issues with the Student Health Plan. Students 
who should not have been receiving coverage wound up receiving coverage for longer than intended. 
The issue has been resolved. 
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9.  Next meeting March 14, 2017, 3:30-5:30, Room 5025 BWY-A. 
10.  Adjournment The meeting adjourned at 5:00pm. 

 
 
ATTENDEES:  Todd Rowlatt Kathryn McNaughton Jo-Ellen Zakoor Elle Ting 
 Dave McMullen David Wells Jonard Bernardo Charly Jadranin 
 Rick Cyr Debbie Sargent Paul Yeung  Taryn Thomson 
 Mike Tunnah Nona Coles David Branter Janet Theny  
     
GUESTS: Julie Gilbert Jennifer Gossen Tami Pierce  Brett Griffiths 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY:  Carlie Deans 
 
 
 
 


