
Vancouver Community College 
EDUCATION COUNCIL 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

December 12, 2017, 3:30 – 5:30 pm, Room 5025, BWY  

 

Item Topic Discussion 
1.  Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 3:35pm. 
2.  Acknowledgement T. Rowlatt acknowledged that the meeting is being held on the traditional unceded territory of 

the Sḵwxw̱ú7mesh Úxwumixw (Squamish), xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam) and Tsleil-Waututh 
peoples. 

3.  Adopt Agenda Motion: Moved by P. Yeung and seconded THAT Education Council adopt the agenda for the 
December 12, 2017 meeting as presented. All in favour. Motion carried. 

4.  Approve Past Minutes Motion: Moved by J. Theny and seconded THAT Education Council approve the minutes of the 
November 14, 2017 meeting as presented. All in favour. Motion carried. 

5.  Enquiries & Correspondence There were none. 
6.  Business Arising J. Gossen and C. Snyder-Lowe presented. A summary sheet was handed out to Council members. 

 

In 2016/17, VCC serviced 913 international students from 49 different countries. This year, VCC is 
hosting 955 international students, with that number expected to grow during the January intake. 
J. Gossen reported that the IRCC saw a 22% increase in international students during 2016, with a 
large increase in students coming from India. She also noted that International Education has 
initiatives in place to begin marketing and recruiting in other countries to increase diversity. 
Students are most interested in the post-graduate and two-year diploma programs, as they often 
lead to visas that may result in a residency pathway. 
 

A. Candela asked if there were processes in place to address systemic barriers and cohort 
representations, such as proportional male/female students, Indigenous representation, etc. J. 
Gossen explained that all the students are vetted on admission requirements, and it depends on 
the source countries. She noted that the new Canadian Business Management program had a 50-
50 male/female representation, but International Education is ultimately looking for the best fit 
for the program. 
 
T. Rowlatt inquired about the workload of international students. C. Snyder-Lowe explained that 
full-time international students can work a maximum of 20 hours per week in addition to their 
studies, otherwise they lose their full-time student status. During scheduled breaks, they are able 
to work more hours, but the challenge for students is finding that work-school balance. 
 

 a) International Education presentation 
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M. Tunnah asked what benefits of international-only cohorts International Education has seen. J. 
Gossen noted that building in the language support and socio-cultural competencies into already 
existing programs has been extremely valuable. She noted that working towards building 
intercultural competencies into all programs and departments would be beneficial, so all 
instructors, staff and students are able to interact with other cultures. 
 

K. Sanchez asked what other support students receive from International Education. C. Snyder-
Lowe explained the services available.  

 b) VCC and Adler University Partnership K. McNaughton presented on the MOU. She explained that the partnership between VCC and 
Adler University is in the very early stages, with more conversation and consultation needed. She 
noted that the Provincial Council of Presidents met recently, and one of the focal points was 
student mental health – K. McNaughton was a panelist that presented on VCC’s students. She is 
hopeful that the partnership with Adler will be able to meet the needs of students, and begin 
looking at the experiences that faculty and staff are having, and how those support needs are 
being met.  
 

N. Coles noted that while she is excited to see more discussion on student mental health taking 
place, she cautioned the Council to consider several aspects of the Adler partnership. She noted 
that the Adler program is not accredited by the Canadian and American Association of 
Psychologists, and it may be difficult for them to find placements and internships. N. Coles also 
noted that visiting master’s-level practicum students need 100 clinical hours of supervision to 
work with students, a target that Adler students generally have not been meeting. N. Coles 
stressed that the College needs to be aware of the work profile of the incoming Adler students 
and that VCC ensures it has a positive impact on VCC students and the College. N. Coles has asked 
for a very clear understanding of what Adler University wants, and what their students will be 
able to do, including criteria for assessments. 
 

K. McNaughton will continue to bring forward follow up as consultations continue on this 
partnership. 
 

A. Candela asked if Counselling and Disability Services will have additional faculty to support the 
College. K. McNaughton explained that this is an ongoing conversation in support, and they will 
be looking both internally and externally to maximize available resources. She also noted that the 
root causes of anxiety and depression, both institutionally-caused and other pressure points, 
need to be investigated, including meeting the needs of VCC’s culturally diverse demographics. 
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 c) Concept Paper: Business and Project 

Management 
D. Innes presented the concept paper. The intended start date is September 2019, and will 
combine the first year of Canadian Business Management with a year of project management for 
a two-year, post-degree diploma. The program is designed for international students, and the 
department is working heavily with International Education. 
 

There was some discussion on whether students would qualify for the external project 
management certificate. D. Innes explained that students will be prepared for entry-level project 
management positions through this program, but will not have reached the number of work 
hours required for the external certificate. However, A. Petrone noted that the program will be 
able to help students prepare for the CAPM certification. There are currently two articulation 
agreements in place for this program. 
 
Council accepted the concept paper for Business and Project Management for information and 
the Chair will report it to the Board of Governors. 

7.  Committee Reports Motion: Moved by D. Branter and seconded THAT Education Council approve the updates to the 
International Culinary program, including the change in admission requirements, credit weighting, 
and omnibus course prerequisite motion. 
 

C. Gill outlined the changes to the International program, including removing FOODSAFE as an 
admission requirement and integrating it into the course content of 1511 Kitchen Orientation, the 
inclusion of CULI 1509, and reducing the credits of CULI 2511 from 12.5 to 8.5. 
 

The Council recommended updating the effective date to May 2018, and specifying “academic 
IELTS” in the admission requirements section. 
 

All in favour. Motion carried. 

a) Curriculum Committee Reports 
i) Update: International Culinary Arts 

Program 

ii) Update: Auto Glass Apprenticeship Motion: Moved by D. Branter and seconded THAT Education Council approve the updates to 
AGAP 1011 Auto Glass Technician Apprentice, including ITA mandated changes to Course 
Learning Outcomes, as well as contact hours resulting in a credit weighting change. 
 

D. Branter noted that the January 2018 effective date was discussed at Curriculum Committee, 
and the Registrar’s Office agreed to implement the course on this timeline due to the ITA-
mandated changes. 
 
All in favour. Motion carried. 
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iii) Denturist Sciences Revised 

Program documents 
Motion: Moved by D. Branter and seconded THAT Education Council approve the documentation 
for the Denturist Sciences Diploma revised program. 
 
D. Branter noted for the Council that a serious conversation on credit weighting for this diploma 
was discussed at Curriculum Committee. 
 

K. Izumi noted that the September 2018 effective date is critical, as this program’s revitalization 
has created a large gap in the industry. Facilities upgrades are currently the main challenge in 
achieving the September 2018 goal, and K. Izumi expressed concern with industry repercussions 
and the program’s reputation if the timeline goals are not achieved. 
 

D. Sargent noted that the evaluation plans in several course outlines need to be updated with 
more detail, and that the PLAR offerings for third-level courses needs to be removed. There were 
also some typo and wording changes that need editing.  
 

All in favour. Motion carried. 
iv) Update: Terms of Reference Motion: Moved by D. Branter and seconded THAT Education Council approve the update to the 

membership list in the Curriculum Committee Terms of Reference. All in favour. Motion carried. 
v) Update: PN Admission 

Requirement Changes 
Motion: Moved by T. Rowlatt and seconded THAT Education Council approve the changes to the 
admission requirements for the Practical Nursing Diploma and the Access to Practical Nursing 
Diploma. 
 

T. Rowlatt explained that this request came directly to Education Council due to the required 
changes from the regulatory body, and that current applications for the program are closed due 
to these changes. Applications will reopen if Council decides to approve these changes.  
 

D. Sargent explained that the admission requirements are set by the provincial curriculum, which 
is currently under review. She noted that there may be additional changes coming forward to the 
program, but the main admission requirements for the generic program are agreed upon. The 
regulatory body is firm on the IELTS scores. D. Sargent let the Council know that students who are 
currently waitlisted will still receive offers, and the changes will be applied once the applications 
reopen. 
 

T. Rowlatt invited C. Leggatt to the table. C. Leggatt voiced concerns over student support to 
meet the new admission requirements, as they are now higher than what students in the current 
Pathways 8 can achieve. C. Leggatt asked how students will be supported to reach these new 
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IELTS levels, and noted that there is no supports present in the College for the highest IELTS 
listening level. C. Leggatt asked how the regulatory body ensures institutions are meeting these 
requirements. D. Sargent explained that the regulatory body does site visits every five to seven 
years to approve the program, and that all approved institutions are on their website. 
 

All in favour. Motion carried. 
b) Policy Standing Committee 

i) C.1.6 Registration 
D. McMullen introduced the policy, explaining that its purpose is to build an environment of 
accountability and create a proactive approach in supporting student success. He noted that the 
auditor general has inquired why students are allowed beyond three repeated course attempts. 
D. McMullen also explained that VCC’s Duty to Accommodate would override any procedures this 
policy puts in place. D. Stevenson, T. Marks and S. Wiwchar presented data and the Student 
Development perspective in support of this policy. 
 

A. Candela and T. Thomson presented on the ABE perspective, and expressed concern that the 
unique nature of their students has not been taken into consideration with this policy. It was also 
unclear whether this policy took the Indigenous Education Protocols into consideration. 
 

D. Sargent asked what other institutions policies are around numbers of attempted repeats. D. 
McMullen noted that a number of other institutions across Canada and B.C. have similar policies 
in place. A. Candela suggested looking what the government is looking for in terms of student 
success numbers may be beneficial. 
 

D. Wells stressed that flexibility and creativity in helping students is critical. He noted that more 
time is not always the key to success, and that other circumstances may prevent students from 
attending classes. He suggested that creative program changes may be necessary to benefit these 
students. 
 

Council decided that all interested stakeholder groups meet in mid-January to discuss an action 
plan regarding the policy, and how best to promote student success. 

c) Appeals Oversight Committee No report 
d) Program Review & Renewal 

Committee 
No report 

8.  Elections T. Rowlatt turned over the Chair to the Vice President, Students, Academic & Research, Kathryn 
McNaughton, to run the election. 

a) Chair Election of EDCO Chair: 
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First call for nominations: 
T. Thomson nominated T. Rowlatt. Nomination accepted. 
Second call for nominations: 
There were none. 
Third call for nominations: 
There were none. 
 
By acclamation, Todd Rowlatt was announced the Chair of Education Council. 

b) Vice-Chair Election of EDCO Vice-Chair: 
First call for nominations: 
N. Coles nominated J-E. Zakoor. Nomination accepted. 
Second call for nominations: 
There were none. 
Third call for nominations: 
There were none. 
 

By acclamation, Jo-Ellen Zakoor was announced the Vice-Chair of Education Council. 
c) Two Executive Committee Members Election of Officers of the EDCO Executive (2 positions): 

First call for nominations: 
K. Crossett nominated P. Yeung. Nomination accepted. 
Second call for nominations: 
A. Candela nominated T. Thomson. Nomination accepted. 
Third call for nominations: 
There were none. 
 
By acclamation, Paul Yeung and Taryn Thomson were announced Officers of the Executive of 
Education Council. 

d) Standing Committee Chairs 
i) Appeals Oversight Committee 
ii) Curriculum Committee 
iii) Education Policy Committee 
iv) Program Review & Renewal 

Committee 

Election of Appeals Oversight Committee Chair: 
First call for nominations: 
D. Wells nominated D. Sargent. Nomination accepted. 
Second call for nominations: 
There were none. 
Third call for nominations: 
There were none. 
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By acclamation, Debbie Sargent was announced the Chair of the Appeals Oversight Committee. 
 

Election of Curriculum Committee Chair: 
First call for nominations: 
M. Tunnah nominated D. Branter. Nomination accepted. 
Second call for nominations: 
There were none. 
Third call for nominations: 
There were none. 
 

By acclamation, David Branter was announced the Chair of Curriculum Committee. 
 

Election of Education Policy Committee Chair: 
First call for nominations: 
D. Branter nominated M. Tunnah. Nomination accepted. 
Second call for nominations: 
There were none. 
Third call for nominations: 
There were none. 
 
By acclamation, Mike Tunnah was announced Chair of the Education Policy Committee. 
 

Election of Program Review & Renewal Committee Chair: 
First call for nominations: 
P. Yeung nominated J-E. Zakoor. Nomination accepted. 
Second call for nominations: 
There were none. 
Third call for nominations: 
There were none. 
 
By acclamation, Jo-Ellen Zakoor was announced Chair of the Program Review & Renewal 
Committee. 

9.  Chair Report No report 
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10.  Student Report K. Sanchez reported that the SUVCC has begun the decertification process from the Canadian 

Federation of Students. The decision stems from ongoing corruption within the organization 
relating to financial mismanagement that affects B.C. students, and it is no longer in the best 
interest of VCC’s students that the SUVCC remain a part of the CFS. 

11.  Next meeting January 9, 2018 3:30-5:30pm BWY 5025 
12.  Adjournment Motion: Moved by M. Tunnah and seconded THAT Education Council adjourn the December 12, 

2017 meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 6:01pm. All in favour. Motion carried. 
 
ATTENDEES:  Todd Rowlatt Jo-Ellen Zakoor David Branter Mike Tunnah  
 Dave McMullen Kathryn McNaughton Nona Coles  Karen Crossett 
 Andrew Candela Taryn Thomson Paul Yeung  Janet Theny 
 Elle Ting Debbie Sargent David Wells  Kimberly Sanchez  
 Ali Sayad Mousavi Azad 
 
REGRETS: Robert Kunka     
     
GUESTS: Tanny Marks Sheri Wiwchar Dave Stevenson Carrie Leggatt 
 Jennifer Gossen Cathy Snyder-Lowe Dennis Innes Al Petrone 
 Collin Gill Brett Griffiths Ken Izumi   
 
RECORDING SECRETARY: Carlie Deans 


